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The theme for “World Hunger Sunday” will be “WATER”. Now 
you might ask: What does water have to do with our fight against 
hunger? Well there are numerous ways that water enters into the 
picture….irrigation, sanitation, food preparation, personal hy-
giene, nutrition, etc. You can readily see then how central water 
is in our struggle to provide ample, safe, nutritious food in third 
world countries. To learn about this, join us on May 3, in the 
chapel, from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. With the help of Roger Ruggles 
(Engineers Without Borders) we’ll learn what can be done to pro-
vide food for the hungry. 

-Bob Loucks 

 

World Hunger  
Sunday 
May 3, 2009 

“WATER” 

Did you know that 1 in 6 of our neighbors worldwide lacks access to safe drinking water? 
If you are thirsty to learn more about life-giving water and the ways in which the ELCA is 
helping to provide access to clean water for our neighbors around the world, we hope 
you will join us for World Hunger Sunday. On this day, our worship services and our edu-
cational hour will be dedicated to learning about life-giving water, and a special offering 
will be collected to give to the ELCA World Hunger Relief efforts. Look for a letter with 
more information in your mailbox and plan on being there! 
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Article from Bob Femovich Vice-President of Council: 
 

There may never have been a twelve-month period in the history of Christ Lutheran Church that has contained as 
much challenge and conflict as the last twelve. Pastor Zeiser became ill last spring and missed several weeks of 
work. This interruption of our congregational normalcy and comfort was very shortly followed by his election to 
Bishop and essentially the immediate reduction of his time to be with us at CLC. This abrupt void in leadership and 
tumultuous disappointment at the loss of our esteemed pastor would create what would prove to be a difficult ad-
justment for both the staff and membership. 

The eight months of Pastor Strobel’s ministry that followed was challenging to say the least. His desire to keep 
Christ Church moving forward as our interim pastor proved to be much more difficult than expected. The efforts of 
this dedicated and wise servant of our Lord’s mission were faced with a series of issues and conflicts that threat-
ened his sense of ministry and personal welfare. Before his departure however, Pastor Strobel left CLC with a sig-
nificant gift by way of a warning contained in his last article in this publication. The caveat focused on what he calls 
Toxic Nostalgia and contained sound advice for Christ Church. Let us revisit a small portion of his commentary for 
it bears a critical message as our congregation attempts to recapture a sense of stability and comfort. 

“Having had the privilege of journeying with you the past several months, I dare say that Christ Church is experi-
encing its own difficult times as it wanders in the wilderness of pastoral transition, neighborhood change and dra-
matically diminished financial resources. That is to say that Christ Church must be on guard against and urgently 
resist the ever-present temptation to be hijacked by toxic nostalgia. For so many inescapable reasons this congre-
gation cannot go back to an imaginary “golden age”. Instead, Christ Jesus is with you in these days to help you 
respond in healthy ways to the trials of your wilderness wanderings. Just as surely, Immanuel will be with you to 
transform the challenges of the future into opportunities for mission and ministry.” 

During this time of significant challenges to our church and while we long for a dynamic, new spiritual leader, we 
must heed Pastor Strobel’s advice and keep our faith that the Holy Spirit will guide us and help us discern the path 
that is best for Christ Church. We must keep focused on the long-term goals of this congregation to be a vital and 
effective witness of our Lutheran faith in this changing urban environment. We must look forward and not dwell in 
the past. 

Our church is not alone in facing significant threats to our ministry and continued vitality. Many mainline Protestant 
congregations across North America are facing shrinking membership, finances and other troublesome issues that 
threaten their ability to maintain their past levels of ministry and even their existence. Numerous articles in maga-
zines such as The Lutheran and Newsweek have recently addressed this issue of the many struggles facing Chris-
tian churches today. 

But even as we ask ourselves why God has chosen to test our faith and our strength as His disciples at 13th and 
Hamilton, He has provided us with an historic opportunity to secure the ministries of Christ Church for many years 
to come. This opportunity is presented as a result of the invitation of fellow Lutherans in our own neighborhood to 
join together with them in our singular desire to improve and expand Lutheran worship, witness and mission in cen-
ter city Allentown. 

We have been talking about this possibility for the past year with St. Matthew and St. Stephen Lutheran Churches. 
This effort was begun on behalf of CLC under the leadership of Pastor Zeiser who is a strong proponent for the 
pursuit of this opportunity. The representatives from the three churches chose the phrase “All Saints in Christ” to 
name the group involved in shepherding the process. The term used by the ELCA for this process of combining 
parishes is “Blending”. We have previously had messages regarding Blending from the pulpit, a temple talk, arti-
cles in The Clarion, a special congregational meeting, our annual congregational meeting, in standing committee 
meetings and at Council on an almost monthly basis. 

The rostered and lay leaders of all three of the churches involved believe that communication about this process is 
of the utmost importance. We want the members of our congregations to have the opportunity to follow the process 
and to understand why we are recommending the various steps we believe necessary to eventually reach our goal.  
Therefore, in the months to come we will have printed articles from a variety of sources that address the Blending 
process. This information will attempt to make it clear to all, the benefits we should realize from Blending and also 
the things we will need to consider carefully in attaining a workable solution. The information will come from both 
The Clarion and by other means of communications.  

 
(continued on next page) 



 

3 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL OFFICERS’ DIRECTORY – 2009 
 
Mr. Robert Femovich, Vice-President  1512 Bette Lane, Hellertown  18055                (610) 838-1313 
Mrs. Donna Lahouchuc, Secretary 2395 Minnie Lane, Allentown, PA 18104         (610) 820-8486 
Mr. Carl Allio, Treasurer  4377 Astor Drive, Orefield, PA 18069  (610) 395-0483 
Executive Committee Members-at-Large: 
 Mrs. Susan Palladino Black  3821 Thomas Drive, Emmaus, PA 18049         (610) 967-5532 
 Mr. Fred Wuertele  2404 West Highland Street, Allentown 18104   (610) 351-9900 
 

Council Members:  Carl Allio, Susan Palladino Black, Dianne Cimerol, Robert Femovich,  Robin Flores 
Harry J. Huhn, III, Barbara Irvine, Diane Witman Koch, Eugene Lahouchuc, Georgina Lehner,  Ruth Loucks 
Robert Muschlitz, Elizabeth Ortiz, Harriet Rust, David Scheffy, Daryl Schiebel, Don Shinsec, Grace Siegel, 
Nadine Smith, Joan Sunny, Fred Wuertele,Donna Lahouchuc, Secretary 

We will schedule open forums where all members will be encouraged to participate in the discussion of Blending. 
And we will have messages in the sanctuary during worship services in the hope of reaching all members about 
our plans and our progress. 

God has presented us with a tremendous opportunity to strengthen our worship life, our ministry and missions, and 
the future vitality of the Lutheran Church in our city. But we have a long way to go and lots of work ahead if we are 
to realize the benefits that can come from the Blending opportunity. Much work has already been done by the All 
Saints in Christ committee and some exciting news regarding plans for combined worship celebrations will be an-
nounced shortly. 

As Pastor Strobel advises, we must resist the temptation to think that we can go back to an imaginary “Golden 
Age”. We must look forward and be realistic about the world we live in today and the limitations and opportunities 
that are a fact in Allentown. 

The process of learning about Blending will take some effort on the part of all members. It will require a commit-
ment to read, to listen, to think and to contribute to discussion. And most importantly, it will require a willingness to 
reconsider some long-lived beliefs, practices and personal preferences. How we start to gain a realistic under-
standing of the potential benefits and pitfalls of Blending is critical. Therefore, I ask that you take the time to re-read 
the article that follows in this issue which is an excerpt from an article in the December/January issue of The Clar-
ion and contains commentary from Pastor Strobel and myself. It is a good base from which we can build our under-
standing of the challenges we face and the hopes we have for the future of Christ Church. 

(Dec./Jan. Clarion Article) Commentary:   (From Pastor Strobel) To begin, please note that no decisions have 
been made regarding the organizations, budgets or staffs of the three congregations.  They remain independent 
and autonomous.  However, there is a shared determination to join together whenever possible in worship, minis-
tries and outreach.  Already the three congregations are working together in youth ministry, after school programs, 
music ministry and in planning our Lenten worship.  These small but important first explorations in partnership point 
beyond themselves to the possibility of a far more extensive cooperation in which mission and ministry is facilitated 
by a shared staff and funded by a shared budget. 

There are many different ways for this possibility to be realized.  How these three congregations might reorganize 
themselves into a "parish" that is both more efficient and more effective in mission and ministry is what we want to 
explore with a high degree of engagement and creativity.  How long it will take is difficult to predict, but every 
worthwhile journey begins with the first step. 

Finally, I am convinced that such a process is necessary.  All three congregations face daunting institutional, finan-
cial and demographic challenges.  The City of Allentown is changing around us; the members of our congregations 
are "graying" and few families with children join us to lower the average age of our membership; the costs of main-
taining buildings and staff escalate far faster than growth in our stewardship; endowment funds are no longer the 
reliable financial security blankets they once were.  With careful and committed planning, our congregations can 
deal with these challenges more effectively together than they could apart.  Moreover, we are called to address 
these challenges proactively for the sake of our mission; otherwise, eventually we will be overwhelmed by them 
and expend all our resources for mere institutional survival. In my judgment, this process, empowered and enlight-
ened by the Holy Spirit, is full of promise and potential.  I encourage Christ Church to commit itself to full, enthusi-
astic and imaginative participation in these important discussions.                                      

    (continued on page 9) 
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Vicar’s Voice 
 

Easter is a time for thanksgiv-
ing. We have celebrated our 
Lord’s resurrection: the plates 
of turkey, lamb, and hams 
have left the fridge, and never 
ending pounds of chocolate 
still daunt us. Like the never 
ending challenge to return to a 
pre-Easter waistline, Easter’s 

worship is the beginning, not the end. Following the 
Lord’s resurrection, our Lord appeared to his disci-
ples and others and encouraged them to spread the 
Gospel of our Lord.  
 
My Good News is I am thankful for the opportunity 
to be involved in a community that is focused and 
faced with change. One may think I am speaking 
about our community at Christ Church; however, I 
am speaking about God’s community. The church of 
our risen Lord that is faced with phenomenal 
change: a change resonant with the growth and 
passion of the early church. However, if you wish to 
see where the greatest growth of our new brothers 
and sisters is happening, you need to look at the 
underside. Yes, the underside of life that is the poor, 
the hungry, and the disenfranchised.  
 
The underside of life is where our church is growing 
the most. It is in the villages and refuge camps of 
Asia, Central and South America, and Tanzania 
where it is not uncommon to have 200 new ELCA 
churches start-up in a week! We can witness our 
hidden God in the faces and hearts of our new La-
tino, Asian, and African siblings.    
 
Commenting on spreading the Good News, D.T. 
Niles replied; “Evangelism is just one beggar telling 
another beggar where to find bread.”  The analogy 
to a hungry beggar may be an apt analogy to the 
underside; however, I rejoice that there is God’s 
creation still searching to be fed by the Word of 
God.  And maybe, even better yet, that some may 
rejoice in being chosen to be given God’s Grace 
and joyfully tell the story to anyone else hungry 
enough to hear. I am truly thankful for the beginning 
of Easter.   
 
Peace,  
Vicar Scott 

Deaconess Word 

One of the places that I most 
enjoy in my house on Lum-
ber Street is my little tiny 
backyard. There’s not much 
to it - a paved sidewalk with 
small patches of grass on 
either side. But these grassy 
patches provide just enough 
space to experiment with 

planting some seeds - a sprinkling of wildflowers and 
a few vegetables - and watching these little seeds 
grow into plants with marvelous flowers and fruits. As 
I am still learning and experimenting, part of my joy 
in watching this garden grow comes from the unex-
pected plants that shoot up each year. I have two 
beautiful hyacinths, a white and a pink, that were 
planted before Gonzalo and I purchased this home 
and which continue to pop up each year and greet 
us. These unexpected flowers are joined by a beauti-
ful patch of poppies that pour out all over one side of 
the yard and two rose bushes, all planted by the for-
mer owner of this home, that continue to bloom and 
grow even after harsh winters. I appreciate these 
plants as gifts of grace in my little backyard garden. 

I hope that as I become more knowledgeable and 
more practiced with gardening, that I will learn the 
skills of a gardener: when to plant flower bulbs in the 
fall and how to care for the vegetables in my garden 
to keep them growing strong and producing good 
tomatoes and squash and peas throughout the sea-
son. And I will also learn more about the value of pa-
tience - to sit with a patch of earth and tend to it with 
care, even before I see the sprouts, because I am 
firm in the knowledge that my work will help these 
plants to grow and prosper. 

Christ Church family, I thank you all for continuing in 
patience and care with this community during what 
has been a challenging period of time. Some days 
we might feel like this patch of earth is very tired and 
desperately needs a new gardener to come and till 
this soil and bring about new growth. But I have to 
assure you all, I have been reminded during these 
months that you all are the best gardeners of this 
patch that God has entrusted to us. You all are tire-
less in your care for the ministries of this church that 
bloom like flowers in this city. You are patient and 
dedicated in your concern for the well-being of the 
building and the future prosperity of the congrega-
tion. Thank you for the work of your hands, tilling this 
soil and trusting that the seeds you have planted - 
and some others that we didn’t even know were 
there - will bloom and grow under God’s grace. 

-Sister Amy 
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CLC Youth Ministry 
Mission Statement:  “We are the youth of Christ Lutheran Church who gather in Christ’s name to: encourage 

each other and all children of God; celebrate the good news of Jesus Christ; serve and reach out to others in this 
community; and to grow in God’s love through worship, prayer, learning, fellowship, and sharing of gifts.” 

2009 Sunday School Lenten Offering Project…2009 Sunday School Lenten Offering Project…2009 Sunday School Lenten Offering Project…2009 Sunday School Lenten Offering Project…    
 

The Caring Place Youth Development Center, 931 Hamilton Mall, strives to aid inner-city Allentown youth 
through activities as well as sessions aimed at preparing youth to become productive, healthy citizens.  They 
sponsor an after-school program for over 80 children, computer training, leadership workshops, piano les-
sons, entrepreneurial programs, sign language instruction, teen mentoring programs, and so much more! 
 

Many coin boxes were returned on Easter Sunday - thank you!   
Coin boxes will be accepted until the end of April.  The final offering count will be reported in the June Clarion. 

Please remember your Sunday School offering each week!Please remember your Sunday School offering each week!Please remember your Sunday School offering each week!Please remember your Sunday School offering each week!    
Our weekly Sunday School offering will go to Heifer Project International’s Fill the Ark!   

As of Easter Sunday, our total offering count is $909.17.  
Our goal for the Sunday School year was $900.   

We surpassed our goal to fill the ark, but let’s keep on giving!   
How about a new goal of $1,000 by May 17?   

Our ark will help families around the world (who receive a Heifer Project animal)  
begin a journey toward better health and more income. 

Sunday School Year End Celebration and VBS Preview  
Sunday, May 17, 10:00 a.m. in the Gym! 

Our 2008-2009 Sunday School year concludes on Sunday, May 17.  We will have a special celebration to say 
“thank you” to our wonderful Sunday School staff and preview our 2009 VBS Camp EDGE: Experience and 
Discover God Everywhere and our Community Day Camp  “Heroes of the Bible”!   Students, parents, 
families, members, and friends are invited - special snacks will be served. 

Be sure to thank our wonderful Sunday School staff: 
Carol Leposa - Preschool 

Denise Anderson, Janice Buchman, Buddy Hersh - Pre-K and Kindergarten 
Gertie Freed, Rebecca Gehringer, Nyda Naus -  Grades 1-3 

Donna Lahouchuc, Eileen Lutz, Nyda Naus - Grades 4-6 
Carolyn Dreisbach, Barbara Irvine, Barbara Kling - Grades 7-8 

Vicar Scott, Sister Amy, Leesa Wimmer -  Grades 9-12 
David Naus - Sunday School Superintendent 

Andrea Berntsen, Donna Lahouchuc, Nadine Smith - Sunday School music and children’s chimes 

World Hunger Sunday World Hunger Sunday World Hunger Sunday World Hunger Sunday     
Special Sunday School Program Special Sunday School Program Special Sunday School Program Special Sunday School Program ----  May 3  May 3  May 3  May 3 

Students, families, and members are invited to this special program on world hunger on Sunday, May 3, 9:30-
10:30 a.m. in the gym.  We’ll start with music and devotion, and then rotate through four stations that will 
teach us about the importance of water and the needs of those who do not have access to clean water.  A 
special snack will be served. There will be no regular Sunday School on May 3. 
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CLC Educational Ministry News 
from Leesa Wimmer, AiM, Director of Education and Family Ministries               

“Little Children, let us love not just in word and speech, but in truth and action.”  I John 3:18 

Twelve Young People Received Their First Communion on Easter Sunday!Twelve Young People Received Their First Communion on Easter Sunday!Twelve Young People Received Their First Communion on Easter Sunday!Twelve Young People Received Their First Communion on Easter Sunday!    

After receiving first communion instruction on Sunday, March 29, April 5, and April 11, twelve students re-
ceived their first communion on Easter Sunday.  They are: Tanner Curtis Beers, Morgan Taylor Fritchman, 
Matt McKenna, Andrew Michael Malozzi, Maggie Elizabeth Moerder, Matthew Joseph Moerder, Zachary Jo-
seph Moerder, Zachary Stephen Post, Jacob Dary Shumanis, Adam Smith, Peyton Lee Stauffer, and  Angel-
ica Wuertele. 

The theme of the instruction was “A Place For You” based on the book by Daniel Erlander.  Rev. Peggy 
Wuertele led the first communion instruction, which culminated in a three hour workshop on Saturday, April 
11 at which the students baked the bread to be used at the Lord’s Supper on Easter Sunday.   

Congratulations to our young people! 
 

Christ Church Sunday School Palm Sunday Rotation 
March 22, 29, and April 5 

 
Our Sunday School students (grades Pre-K through grade six) experienced a special rotation based on the 
story of Palm Sunday from the Gospel of Mark.  The children rotated through three workshops; music, crafts, 
and storytelling/drama.  The rotation culminated in the children participating in Palm Sunday worship. 
 “Hosanna!  Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.”  Mark 11:9b-10   Special thanks to our 
rotation volunteers: Shellie Fritchman, Julie Geary, Rebecca Gehringer, Donna Lahouchuc, Wanda Rousen-
berger. 
 

Catechetical Instruction (grades 7-8) Concludes a Great Year! 
 
Our 2008-2009 grades 7-8 Catechetic Class concludes on May 17.  What a great year it was!  Nine students 
received instruction in the lectionary, The Lord’s Prayer, and The Apostle’s Creed.  They also took field trips 
to St. Thomas More Roman Catholic Church, Faith Evangelical Free Church and Temple Beth El.  Four stu-
dents are scheduled to be confirmed on Pentecost Sunday, May 31. 
 
Reminder to all students - Memorization work must be repeated to Leesa Wimmer by May 17.  Please make 
an appointment to see her by this date.  Grade 7 students are to memorize The Lord’s Prayer, The Apostle’s 
Creed, and The Ten Commandments.  Grade 8 students are to memorize Luther’s Morning or Evening 
Prayer.  All of these can be found in The Lutheran Handbook. 
 
Special thanks to our catechetical instructors: Carolyn Dreisbach, Barbara Irvine, and Barbara Kling.  A spe-
cial thank you, also, to the parents for supporting this important program. 

Graduate Recognition Sunday is June 14 at the 11:00 ServiceGraduate Recognition Sunday is June 14 at the 11:00 ServiceGraduate Recognition Sunday is June 14 at the 11:00 ServiceGraduate Recognition Sunday is June 14 at the 11:00 Service    
 

Calling all high school and college 2009 graduates - we would like to recognize you and 
celebrate your achievement at the 11:00 a.m. worship service!  Letters will go out to all 
high school graduates in the beginning of May to invite you to the service.  If you do not 
receive a letter, let us know you will be in attendance that Sunday.  Please contact the 
church office at 610-433-4271 or email leesa.wimmer@gmail.com. 
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Vacation Bible School 2009  Vacation Bible School 2009  Vacation Bible School 2009  Vacation Bible School 2009      
Camp EDGE:  Experience and  
Discover God Everywhere! 

July 20-24, 5:30-8:30 p.m. at Christ Church 

VBS is a cooperative ministry of  
Christ Lutheran Church and  

Resurrected Life Community Church.   
This is our 6th shared VBS! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camp EDGE is not a typical stroll through the 
woods!  This VBS is an action-packed expedition to 
an extreme adventure camp.  Children age 4 (by 
June 1) through grade six will discover that God is 
with them at all times, in all places, and in all cir-
cumstances.  Campers will also learn an EDGE 
pledge each night… 

God is with me.  I will stay close to God. 
God guides me.  I will follow. 
God teaches me.  I will learn. 

God loves me.  I will love God and others. 
God sends me.  I will go. 

 
The children will make five treks during VBS: trek to 
the promised land, trek to Bethlehem, trek to the 
Pharisee’s house, trek to the upper room, and trek 
to Galilee.  Activities include; extreme Bible trek 
(story), art apex (crafts), music max (songs), rec 
plex (games), and snack express! 

 
Please see the Camp EDGE wall in  

fellowship hall for lots of donation ideas! 

Christ’s Kids Christ’s Kids Christ’s Kids Christ’s Kids     
(grades 2(grades 2(grades 2(grades 2----6)6)6)6)    

(Friends are always welcome!) 
 

May 17 - 12:30 p.m.  
(after worship).   

Family Mini-golf at Putt U in 
Center Valley! 

Christ’s Kids (grades 2-6) is inviting all Christ Church 
families to sign up for a fun golf outing at Putt U (Rt. 
309 in Center Valley) on Sunday, May 17 at 12:30 
p.m.  Families are invited to bring a lunch or pur-
chase one at Putt U.  Cost is $4.00 per person for 
golf.  We must have 15 people to make a group.  If 
you are interested, sign-up on the bulletin board in 
fellowship hall or contact Leesa Wimmer at 
leesa.wimmer@gmail.com today. 

    

    

    

    

    

2009: Heroes of the Bible!2009: Heroes of the Bible!2009: Heroes of the Bible!2009: Heroes of the Bible!    
July 6 - 10 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Talent Show and Ice Cream Social,  
Friday, July 10 at 7p.m. 

Join members of Christ, St. Stephen’s, St. Matthew’s 
and San Martin de Porres Lutheran Churches as we 
gather with children who have completed Kindergar-
ten through 5th grade from our congregations and the 
neighborhood to learn about Heroes of the Bible this 
summer during our Day Camp. 
 
Enjoy games, great music, art projects, engaging 
stories, snacks and lunch, and many fun afternoon 
activities, including a special field trip and a water-
game day. To enroll your child, please see the regis-
tration form included in this newsletter. To volunteer 
for one or all days, please contact Sister Amy! We 
need your help! 



 

8 

Thrivent Builds Blitz Week: 

Join members of Christ Church and other Lutherans 
from all over the Lehigh Valley as we work with Habi-
tat for Humanity and Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
to provide quality affordable housing to hard-working 
needy families in our area. This year’s build will in-
clude two homes on the south mountain of Bethle-
hem where Habitat is constructing an entire 
neighborhood. The build promises to be a fulfilling 
chance to volunteer for novice and expert builders! 

Volunteers will be working to build the homes begin-
ning on May 19 and extending through the summer. 
Members of Christ Church will be helping with the 
build on Friday, May 29, from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Breakfast and lunch will be provided, and anyone 
over 18 years of age is able to help build. If you 
would like to participate, look for the “Thrivent Builds” 
papers on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall, 
fill out a registration form and return it to Sister Amy.  
For more information, visit www.habitatlehighvalley.org 

Costa Rica  
Presentation Rescheduled 
May 31 - 9:30—10:30 a.m. 

in Fellowship Hall 
 

Mark your calendars for May 31,  when friends from 
All Saints Lutheran Church in Michigan—the church 
that accompanied the Cimerols, Gonzalo and Sister 
Amy on their mission trip to Costa Rica—will be 
traveling to Allentown to do a joint presentation on 
our trip. Expect this presentation to have even more 
details, more stories, more pictures, and even a 
DVD from our time together. This will also be a first 
opportunity to hear some practical details about the 
mission trip, such as the cost, a sample itinerary, 
and an idea of the time commitment to prepare for 
the trip in the hopes that a trip can be organized for 
a group from Christ Lutheran in the next year. 
Please plan to attend. 

Soc Et Tuem 

Beatitudes for Friends of the Aged 
Blessed are they who understand my faltering steps and shaking hand. 
Blessed are they who know that my ears today must strain to catch the words they say. 
Blessed are they who seem to know that my eyes are dim and my wits are slow. 
Blessed are they who looked away when coffee spilled today. 
Blessed are they with a cheery smile who stop to chat for awhile. 
Blessed are they who never say, “You’ve told that story twice today.” 
Blessed are they who know the ways to bring back lovely yesterdays. 
Blessed are they who make it known that I am loved, not left alone. 
Blessed are they who know the loss of strength I need to bear the cross. 
Blessed are they who ease the days on my journey home in so many loving ways. 

(Presbyterian Outlook) 

Church Parking Lot to be Patrolled 
All of the spaces in our parking lot are rented and there are people on a waiting list. This is wonderful since 
we rely upon the lot for vital income. We must however, manage the lot in a responsible manner and insure 
that those who pay to park have a space available. The Allentown Parking Authority will begin patrolling 
the lot on Monday, May 4, and will issue $35.00 parking tickets to those who do not have a current 
pass on their rear view mirror between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

Another concern is providing occasional parking on weekdays for volunteers or visitors at the church. The lot 
is not always full so we have allowed our volunteers or visitors to park there when there was more than ade-
quate space available for our contract customers. Church volunteers must use their judgment and determine 
that the lot has enough empty spaces after they park there, that contract customers will have plenty of spaces 
available for their use and there is little likelihood of the lot becoming completely full. If there are only a small 
number of empty spaces available, volunteers should find parking on the street. 

In order to prevent our volunteers or guests from receiving tickets, we are now requiring CLC volunteers and 
visitors to obtain a parking pass that will be assigned on an annual basis. The parking pass must be placed 
on their dashboard in a place visible to the officers of the Allentown Parking Authority. Please contact Lisa 
Smith in our office to obtain a pass or if you have questions. Thank you for understanding and cooperating. 
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Sharing the Spirit 
May 31, 2009 

4:00PM 

An afternoon of Hymns, Psalms, 

and Spiritual Songs… 

…performed by singers from the six downtown 
Allentown Lutheran churches joined by performers 
from the Touring Choir and the Women’s Choir of 
the Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the Per-
forming Arts in Bethlehem, PA, under the direction 
of David Macbeth, Director of Music at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church. 
 
Scheduled for 4pm on Pentecost Sunday, May 
31,  Sharing the Spirit is an opportunity to hear the 
very best in choral music performed by massed 
choirs as well as an opportunity to participate in 
singing hymns with brass, organ, and full choral ac-
companiment. Save the date on your calendars! 

(article continued from page 3) 

(From Bob Femovich) Pastor Strobel has provided 
an articulate and accurate summary of the discus-
sions that have been ongoing with our Lutheran 
brothers and sisters in Allentown. He offers sage 
advice about our changing world and the challenges 
facing the Lutheran Church in our urban setting. His 
belief that by combining the resources of the various 
congregations, we will maximize the impact of Lu-
theran worship, witness and mission in Allentown is 
not only logical and sound, but central to our long-
term existence. 

The coming year will be a momentous one for Christ 
Church. Calling a new Senior Pastor will obviously 
have significant impact on our congregation. But 
also the “promise and potential” that Pastor Strobel 
refers to in his commentary can result in the Lu-
theran Church in Allentown becoming more vibrant. 
I dream of more members in our pews, a larger 
choir, more children in Sunday School, more wor-
ship and spiritual growth opportunities, an even 
stronger staff, more money devoted to ministries, 
and long term financial security. 

These dreams can become reality, creating a future 
where we are able to develop Disciples of Christ for 
many, many years to come. In the weeks and 
months ahead, we will be thoroughly discussing this 
exciting opportunity to join these other congrega-
tions in our Lord’s mission. The ELCA uses the 
word “Blending” to describe the process we will be 
considering. Whenever you hear that word at Christ 
Church, I hope it creates a sense of excitement and 
expectation for great things to happen. I hope and 
pray that all Lutherans in Allentown will unite in wit-
ness to the gospel. Christ Church will play an impor-
tant role if the dream is to come true. 

Spring Food Drive  
will continue through May 17 

 
The next time you are at the supermarket, why 
not pick up two of your favorite kind of soup, 
Jello or juice – one for you and one for the food 
bank!  All food donations are welcome.  Any-
thing you can give is greatly appreciated.   
 
Requested items are soup, Jello and juice. Plas-
tic or metal only. No glass containers or juice 
boxes please. 

Got Discipleship? 
 

Then come join our Catechism and C3 Youth group 
on Sunday, May 3, from 1 to 4 p.m. We are walking 
one block to the Girl’s Club to improve playground 
safety by spreading mulch, restoring equipment, 
and a general clean-up. No experience necessary, 
just gloves, long sleeve shirt, closed toe shoes, and 
smiles! 
 
In addition we may provide hanging flower baskets 
to our local shut-ins if we receive enough donated 
hanging baskets. If you are hungry afterwards 
please join us as we meet with 400 other local vol-
unteers for an Interfaith Potluck Dinner at 4:30 p.m. 
at Temple Beth El. Donations of hanging baskets 
are appreciated. Please contact Vicar Scott for infor-
mation. 
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Christ Church Joys and ConcernsChrist Church Joys and ConcernsChrist Church Joys and ConcernsChrist Church Joys and Concerns    
Deaths 

Mrs. Mary Schuler, 3/11/09 
Marjorie S. Hassig, 3/26/09 

Warren F. George, Jr., 4/8/09 
 

Wedding 

4/4/09 
Sheryl Lyn Furst and 

John Robert Krissinger  

 

Memorials 

In memory of Robert Hammer 
Grace’s sisters in Pi Master Chapter  

of Beta Sigma Phi 
 
 

Birthdays 

Ms. Gloria Lokay, 5/3 
1500 W. Hamilton St, Apt. 2M, Allentown, 18102 

 
Mr. Clifford Snyder, 5/8 

105 S. Madison St., Allentown, 18102 
 

Mrs. June Sabara, 5/12 
123 S. Jefferson St., Allentown, 18102 

 
Mrs. Mary Diefenderfer, 5/21 

Luther Crest Apt. #377, 800 Hausman Rd. 
Allentown, 18104 

 
Mrs. Viola Patterson, 5/25 
Luther Crest Health Ctr. 579 

800 Hausman Rd. 
Allentown, 18104 

 
Mrs. Dorothy Walton, 5/25 

Phoebe Home, Miller Wing, #204 
1925 Turner St., Allentown, 18104 

 
Mrs. Ruth Hudock, 5/28 

Phoebe Home, Trexler 3, 31-19A 
1925 Turner St., Allentown, 18104 

 

Thank You Notes: 

Once again I find myself offering out thanks to you 
and the congregation for its on-going support of the 
Sixth Street Shelter with your first quarter $250 do-
nation.  On behalf of the 19 families in the shelter, 
the 21 in our long-term transitional housing and the 
many more we continue to work with after they 
leave the program, thanks. 

-Alan L. Jennings, Executive Director 
 
To the Staff and Members of Christ Lutheran, 

On behalf of my entire family, I would like to thank 
the entire congregation for your prayers, your kind 
personal notes of sympathy and support, your 
phone calls and visits, and your participation in my 
wife Susan’s very moving memorial service. I will 
forever remember how the Holy Spirit touched all 
those gathered to say goodbye to Susan. 

In our family’s nearly 100 year association with 
Christ Lutheran, we have never experienced any 
tragedy such as the sudden passing of my wife. In 
our special time of need, the clergy, staff, and mem-
bers were there for all of us. 

I will always cherish the memories Sue and I cre-
ated together at Christ Lutheran and the friendships 
made.  My heartfelt thank you goes out to all of you. 

Fondly, William C. Hacker 

Dear Pastor Strobel and Members of Christ Church, 

Thank you very much for your calls of concern and 
cards I received following my recent eye surgery. All 
were very much appreciated. 

-Ron Williams, Sexton 

Dear Pastor Strobel and Church Members, 

Thank you so much for you thoughtfulness, we 
really appreciated the flowers, visits, and prayers for 
my recovery.                     

 -Henry and Jean Rappold 

We received many thank you notes and phone calls 
from our members regarding the beautiful lilies they 
received on Easter.  These members send their 
thanks: Gloria Lokay, Mrs. Jean Heller, Lennia 
Kuntz, Fred Smartschan, Gladys Scheirer, Kathe-
rine Heydt, Mrs. Helga McGee, Vincie Harris and 
Lucille Romberger. 

Gift of Life… 
Thank you to the following Christ Lutheran members who donated blood, the “GIFT OF LIFE” in March: Rick 
Grube, Ronald Hoelzel, and James Kresley. Please consider being a new donor for our community. Miller 
Keystone Blood Center regularly needs donors. Just call them at 610-691-5850 or 1-800-223-6667 for an ap-
pointment. Please remember to say you are donating for Christ Lutheran, Allentown. If you have any ques-
tions feel free to call Ruth Dex at 610-966-7725. 
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Sunday Worship Schedule 

 
Sundays at 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Nursery available during 11:00 a.m. service  
 

Sunday Church School 
9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

(September through May) 
 

Spiritual Growth Forum  
9:30 a.m. in the Chapel 

 
 

Sister Amy Jahn de Torrez, AiM, Director of Outreach Ministry 
Ms. Leesa Wimmer, Director of Education & Family Ministries 

Vicar Scott Staub, Pastoral Intern 
Ms. Andrea Berntsen, Director of Music 

Mrs. Wanda Rousenberger, Nursery Coordinator 

The Clarion 

Published Monthly by Christ Lutheran Church 

1245 W. Hamilton St., Allentown, PA  18102 

www.christ-atown.org   e-mail:  info@christ-atown.org 

610-433-4271   fax:  610-433-9832 
 

We joyously share God’s love and  

our spiritual gifts with everyone!  

Spiritual Growth Forum News:  
 

Through May and the beginning of June, the Spiri-
tual Growth Forum will be studying the book of Phi-
lippians. This is a meaningful time of devotion, Bible 
Study, and Fellowship for all who participate, and 
we hope that all will consider joining us. 
 
To add to our time together, the forum will now be-
gin at 9:15 a.m. with a brief time of worship and de-
votion. The services will incorporate prayer, music, 
and reflection and offer a chance for people of all 
ages to quiet their hearts and minds before Sunday 
School and Bible Study. During these services, 
communion will again be served on the first Sunday 
of the month. 

Easter Lily Delivery Thank You! 

Many thanks to the kind people who took Easter 
lilies to our homebound members and friends.  The 
plants were beautiful and I’m sure the recipients ap-
preciated the efforts of those who went out their way 
to deliver them. 

-Marilyn Denby 
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